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Elizabeth's men. He was a gentleman of good family. He
was educated at Cambridge certainly, and, not impossibly,
like so many other men of the time, at Oxford also. He
was a member of one Inn of Court, perhaps of two. He
sat in at least two Parliaments for Bedfordshire; ho was
at least charged with being a roisterer and loose liver;
he was certainly a courtier. He is accused (and is
thought by the sleuth-hounds of somewhat fantastic name-
analogies to have boasted) of liaisons with great ladies.
He was a soldier, and saw no little service in tho Low
Countries, He danced and spoke as a "Salvage man1*
at Kenilworth before the Queen. He may have returned to
the Netherlands and been present at tho sack of Antwerp.
And then he died, having during these twenty years of busy
life produced a great deal of prose and of verse, including
the experiments above mentioned, and much else. His work
is never exactly despicable; as a critic of the day immediately
succeeding his own said, with, perhaps, a trifle loss of sar-
castic intention than if the words had been used now, but
still certainly with some, it "may be endured/* In some
respects, too, it would ba unfair to leave it with this very faint
praise. The blank vorse, of which Gascoigne was but the
fourth or fifth practitioner in English, is not without merit j
his prose is spirited and vigorous, if not elegant; and in his
lyrics there is not seldom a touch of that unforced and child*
like pathos which is the best point of these earlier Eliza-
bethans, and which, in the later and greater school/is rather
hushed by higher notes, except in the ease of some of the
lesser men, such as Gascoigne's step-son, Nicholas Breton*
On the other hand, his metres are still alternately limp and
wooden; his style is still stiffened with the old clumsy
literation; there is no fire or splendour in his $o
prose has neither continuity nor gorgoousnesa He
a clever man living an active life iu time* of
and mental activity, but inth ^
and no very exquisite maimeri <>f saymg it
Noting, as a point to ^tajl^
. spot                        '
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